
Guide for FHS Students: 
How to Complete the Free Application for  

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
 
What is the FAFSA? 
 

FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. If you’re a senior who is planning to attend college (2 or 4 year) 
and need help paying the bill (as most students do!) then you need to fill out the FAFSA. The FAFSA allows you to be eligible to 
receive federal student aid (grants and loans) from the government, state and/or college. 
 
When & How Do I Fill It Out the FAFSA? 
 

✓ The FAFSA opened on October 1st 2019, and the sooner you fill it out, the better. The Massachusetts state FAFSA deadline 
is May 1st, but the colleges to which you are applying will have their own priority deadlines, which are often earlier than 
that. You should complete the FAFSA as soon after October 1st as possible. If you plan to begin college in Fall 2020, you 
should aim to apply by December 2019. 

✓ We recommend filling out the FAFSA online: https://fafsa.gov/. But, if you need a paper copy, you can download it 
(https://fafsa.ed.gov/options.htm), order a print-out (877)433-7827, or ask the financial aid office at your college or 
technical school if you can file it there.  

 
Tips & Resources 
 

✓ Be sure that both the student AND parent apply for an “FSA ID” when completing the FAFSA. This is because each of you 
will need to use a separate FSA ID to sign the FAFSA electronically. You can apply for an FSA ID at the Federal Student Aid 
FSA ID site: https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm 

✓ The FAFSA asks for information about you (name, date of birth, address, etc.) and about your financial situation. 
Depending on your circumstances (for instance, whether you’re a U.S. citizen or what tax form you used), you might need 
the following information as you fill out the FAFSA: 
o Your Social Security number- it’s important that you enter it correctly! 
o Your parents’ Social Security numbers, if you are a dependent student 
o Your driver’s license number, if you have one 
o Your Alien Registration number, if you are not a U.S. citizen 
o Federal tax information or tax returns including IRS W-2 information, for you (and your spouse, if you are married), 

and for your parents, if you are a dependent student: 
▪ IRS 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ 
▪ Foreign tax return and/or 
▪ Tax return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Marshall Islands, the 

Federated States of Micronesia, or Palau 
o Records of your untaxed income, such as child support received, interest income, and veterans non-education 

benefits, for you, and for your parents, if you are a dependent student 
o Information on cash; savings and checking account balances; investments, including stocks and bonds and real 

estate but not including the home in which you live; and business and farm assets for you, and for your parents, if 
you are a dependent student 

o You may be able to have your tax information imported automatically from the IRS into your FAFSA application 
on the website! To learn more: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out#financial-info  

✓ Calculate your estimated income numbers as accurately as possible, because these estimates affect the initial award 
package you receive. 

✓ Complete a separate application for each member of your family planning to attend college next year. 
✓ Remember that when it says “your name” and “your Social Security Number” on the FAFSA, it is referring to the student 

(not the parent). 

Sources: http://www.mefa.org/ & https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa , compiled by FHS School Couns. Dept. Nov. 2016, 
updated October 2019 
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✓ For reporting parents’ financial information on the FAFSA: 
o Married (including same-sex parents): both parents provide information 
o Single or Widowed: one parent provides information 
o Divorced or Separated: the parent who the student lived with more during the prior 12 months provides 

information (if that parent is remarried, include step-parent’s information, including same-sex step-parents) 
o Court-Appointed Legal Guardian or Foster Parent: no parental information is required on the FAFSA, because the 

student is considered federally independent.  
✓ Keep copies of everything you are asked to submit to the financial aid office, including tax forms, income documents, and 

bank statements. 

 
What Happens After I Fill out the FAFSA? 
 

✓ Applying isn’t the last step; your FAFSA has to be processed, which takes 3 to 21 days.  
✓ You will receive: 

o A Student Aid Report (SAR), which includes a summary of the information you reported on the FAFSA. You 
should look it over to make sure there aren’t any mistakes. If you do spot a mistake: 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/correct-update#what-changes  

o Your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), a measure of your family's financial strength, calculated according to a 
formula established by law. Your family's taxed and untaxed income, assets, and benefits (such as unemployment 
or Social Security) are all considered in the formula. 

o An estimate of the federal financial aid you are eligible to receive. 
✓ Once you apply for admission to a college or career school and have been accepted, (and have listed that school on your 

FAFSA), the school will calculate your aid. The school will send you an electronic or paper aid offer, sometimes called 
an “award letter,” telling you how much aid you’re eligible for at their school.  

 
What If I Have Questions/Need Help? 
 

✓ Attend FAFSA Day at Framingham High School on November 3, 2019 at 1:00pm. FAFSA Day will provide free 
one-on-one assistance to students and families with filling out the FAFSA. 

✓ The Metrowest College Planning Center in Framingham can provide FREE help! 
https://www.framingham.edu/the-fsu-difference/inclusive-excellence/Metro-West-College-Planning-Center/index  
o Location: The 1812 House at 1000 Worcester Road (East Bound), Framingham, MA 01701 
o Hours: Monday-Friday 2:00pm -6:30pm   
o To book an appointment at MetrowestCPC@gmail.com/(508)620-1220 

✓ These FREE Tools are available on the FAFSA Website: 
o “Help and Hints” located on the right side of any FAFSA entry page. (The hints change depending on what question 

you’re on.) 
o Click “Need Help?” at the bottom of any FAFSA page (any page where you’re entering information into the 

application). 
o Chat (in English or Spanish) with live technical support staff by clicking the “Help” icon with the big question mark 

at the top of any FAFSA entry page, and then selecting "Contact Us," "Federal Student Aid Information Center," and 
then "Chat With Us." (Note: The "Chat With Us" option isn't visible outside of business hours, which are listed on 
the Federal Student Aid Information Center contact page.) 

✓ You can contact the financial aid office at the college or career school you plan to attend. 
✓ Meet with Mrs. Erikson, FHS College and Career Counselor.  
✓ Check out the “Completing the FAFSA Guide:” https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources#complete 

Sources: http://www.mefa.org/ & https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa , compiled by FHS School Couns. Dept. Nov. 2016, 
updated October 2019 
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